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Opposite above: F204 idles away at the head of an 
impressive rake of trucks near the goods sheds in the 
Melbourne yard before running back to the passenger 
yard on Fri.24.1.81. 


Opposite below: A few minutes later the F class is 
working flat out as it crawls slowly over the flyover as a 
worried shunter looks on. (Both photos Barry Eadie) 
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Roll 


on Wheat, roll on 


NORM HOUGHTON 


A brand new wheat bin gleams in the midday sun at Elmhurst, 29.12.80. (All photos Norm 
Houghton) 


The high point of VicRail’s annual total freight haul is 
the grain harvest. This season’s crop was not a record one, 
yet there was plenty of activity around the system in 
moving the harvest to sub-terminals and the sea board. 

In recent years Portland has become an alternative outlet 
to the port of Geelong, so the writer decided to begin his 
wheatland inspection from this point, continue north-east 
to Ararat and Maryborough then north to Dunolly, Ingle- 
wood and Korong Vale. We arrived in Portland on Sunday 
afternoon, 28th December, 1980, and a tour around the 
town’s extensive rail facilities revealed the following — the 
Portland Habour Trust loco was parked on the K S Ander- 
son wharf in front of a rake of GYs at the unloading 
station; a Finnish bulk carrier was at the wharf receiving 
this grain; the existing vertical concrete silos and one hori- 
zontal hangar-style storage were being supplemented by 
the construction of two more bays of the latter type; five 
rakes of GYs and GHs were in the sorting sidings adjacent 
to the wharf; an earlier PHT tractor was poked into an out- 
of-the-way siding and one rake of empty GYs and GHs 
behind Y149 were further around at the exchange sidings, 
where a train examiner’s work area was established. 

The Portland station yard was full of general freight 
wagons and 18RT was apparently stored out of use on the 
very extremity of a siding. An engine crew’s overnight rest 
house of four bungalows was sited near the station office. 
Next morning we were on the road at 6.15, and noted the 
PHT loco working at that early hour. T349-350 had arrived 
during the night on a goods, and while T349 halted at Port- 
land Goods T350 went around to the exchange sidings and 
made up a train of empty grain trucks. Y149 shunted the 
goods yard as a road motor bus readied itself to run to 
Hamilton in lieu of the railmotor. 

Leaving Portland we drove north, noting a rake of ANR 
stock at Heywood destined for Mount Gambier, and scur- 
ried past Condah and Branxholme without the need to 
record anything. The signals at Branxholme indicated 
movement from Hamilton, and at 8.45 we sighted B75-77 
ona Portland-bound GY grain train near the 205 mile post. 
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We arrived in Hamilton at 9.00. Two rakes of GYs and 
GHs stood in the yard but Y148 was the only motive 
power in evidence. Ten minutes later T371-372 came rum- 
bling over the hill with yet another GY load of grain for 
Portland. Continuing on we followed the line until Glen 
Thompson, where we marked our arrival in the harvesting 
area by listing the presence of four GHs at the bulkhead, 


but we had to wait until Willaura before seeing any move- | 


ment. The Willaura silo was open for receivals, the main 
street was lined with farmers’ trucks brim full of wheat, 
and six GHs waited for loading in the silo siding. The 
goods shed was leaning at a crazy angle and looked ripe for 
collapse. 

The elevator at Maroona was working, and several GYs 
were lined up to receive their fill. Six GYs and two GHs 
were present at the Langi Logan oats bulkhead, and staff 
were on duty to receive farmers’ grain. We had not sighted 
any trains since Hamilton, but our luck changed as we 
pulled into Ararat at 11.45 in time to watch 1336-333 
depart for Portland. This long train comprised half ANR 
empty louvre stock (for Heywood transfer) and half Vic- 
Rail GYs loaded with wheat. A check at the loco depot 
showed the meagre tally of W260-263, Y144-147 and 
DRC42. 

Our next stop was Elmhurst where, to our surprise, was 
a brand new SO tonne capacity ‘‘Sherwell’ wheat bin and 
auger along with six GYs filled with local wheat. In a pad- 
dock on the other side of the station was a large pile of 
wheat dumped on the ground. The Avoca silo and bulk- 
head were open for receivals, and six GYs were being 
loaded from the silo chute. A ganger’s trolley was parked 
near the platform so it appears the district has not been 
entirely denuded of VR personnel following recent ration- 
alisations of staff. 

Maryborough slumbered under a hot sun as we arrived 
at 1.40 to find several rakes of grain trucks in the yard and 
pilot Y141 ticking over in No.3 road. Fifteen minutes later 
the tranquility was broken when B84 and 1361 rolled into 
the yard with a full load of wheat from Donald. We did not 
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Dawn has not long broken and finds T373-392 stabled at Korong Vale on 30.12.80. 


wait to see any shunting, and immediately continued north 
to Dunolly. The lads from the Grain Elevators Board were 
busy unloading a rake of GJF hoppers into the cavernous 
depths of this gigantic storage facility. The trucks are placed 
in No.3 road and released by the GEB staff one at a time to 
run by gravity to the weighbridge situated just before the 
unloading station. Once emptied the trucks are run by 
gravity out the other side to a dead-end road, from where 
they are retrieved by loco power back onto No.2 road. 
Y153 was on pilot duty and was stabled opposite the plat- 
form while its crew waited in the shade on the platform for 
their next call to work. 

Leaving Dunolly we motored along the Inglewood cross- 
country link. This line has lost all its stations except for 
that at Llanelly, where a silo is sited. A rake of eleven GYs 
was present in this siding, and growers’ motor trucks were 
making deliveries. Inglewood was reached at 3.15 and 
presented a sorry sight of faded glory. Its unused goods 
shed looked across four empty roads at the station office, 
the loco tracks have been ripped up, and passenger trains 


no longer call there. The turntable and some of the access 
track was still intact. 

Not far north of Inglewood is the silo at Kurting, and it 
was here at 3.30 that B80 and T395 rocketed past on a train 
of GJF hoppers, ex Korong Vale and bound for Dunolly. 
There were no trucks in the Kurting siding but the silo was 
open for receivals. Korong Vale hove into sight at around 
4.00 but no train movements were to be noted. Several 
rakes of wheat trucks were stabled throughout this exten- 
sive yard along with 33RT. There were no locomotives 
about and were not likely to be until later in the evening 
so, with the writer’s posterior reduced to jelly from resting 
all day on a Holden bench seat, it was time for a pause. 
Before retiring for the night in Wedderburn a visit was 
made to the station. The silo was working, and a rake of 
GYs had been loaded and prepared for despatch. The 
goods shed has recently been removed and some of No.3 
road has been lifted. 

Next morning, Tuesday, 30th December, 1980, another 
early start was made. A check at the Wedderburn station 


A deserted yard at Wycheproof is the temporary respite for B80 and its van prior to moving more wheat south at 


8.00 am on 30.12.80. 


showed that the loaded wheat trucks had been taken away 
during the night and another rake of GY empties placed in 
the silo road. We were at Korong Vale by 6.15 a.m. T392 
and T373 were noticed shut down at the loco refuelling 
point. B80 had departed earlier for Wycheproof with a 
string of empty grain trucks for dropping off at every 
second station. At 6.30 a crew boarded T373, cranked the 
engine into life, attached the loco to a rake of GJF hoppers 
and made ready for the trip to Dunolly. 

We would have plenty of time to photograph T373 and 
B80 later in the morning in better light, so we moved off to 
the north for an inspection of a few stations. The first 
station from Korong Vale on the Robinvale line is Borung, 
and here were five GJF hoppers in the silo road. The stat- 
ions around Korong Vale have taken a savaging since the 
railmotors have been withdrawn and regional freight 
centres set up, and most of the smaller places have lost 
their goods sheds and offices, had their platforms graded 
back and No.2 roads lifted, leaving only the main line and 
a siding to the silos. 

Mysia, the next place north, has no silo so it has been 
closed in recent times although the station office and signal 
masts were intact. There were no rail trucks whatsoever at 
Boort either at the station, where a new Steel silo has just 
been completed next to the existing concrete structure, or 
out at the siding on the south of the town where fourteen 
steel bins and a bulkhead are situated. 

We then cut across country to Wycheproof, and here at 8 
am came upon B80 and van standing at the platform, hav- 
ing dropped its load at silos on the trip from Korong Vale. 
There were no rail trucks in the station silo road and none 
at the fourteen bins situated on the north end of the main 
street. The static display of K167 and Z van adjacent to the 
platform looked quite presentable. It was obvious to us by 
this stage that the harvest in the district was almost final- 
ised, and little could be expected in the way of unusually 
hectic train movements, so we decided to return south. 

The station at Glenloth had received six GJF hoppers 
that morning, and local growers were forming a truck 
queue to unload their produce. There was no activity at 
Teddywaddy, but in contrast Charlton was quite busy. At 
least ten GJF hoppers were in the silo road at the flour 
mill, growers’ trucks crowded the weighbridge approaches, 
and movement of the hoppers was by agricultural tractor. 
Over the road at the station 37RT stood unused in an 
otherwise empty rail yard. Barrakee had not received any 
empties, so all was quiet as we scudded past onto Buckra- 
banyule where a GEB operator was loading ten GYs. there 
were no rail trucks further on at Wychitella, but the tiny 
settlement was crawling with growers’ trucks lining up to 
dump their wheat at the silo. 

9.30 saw us back at Korong Vale where little was hap- 
pening. T392 had not moved from the refuelling point, and 


33RT was bustling around on one of the far sidings. We 
left soon after and leisurely motored south. Near Kurting 
at 10.55 we spotted T373 and van returning from Dunolly, 
and it flashed past at a goodly pace. At noon we pulled into 
Dunolly and noted that Y153 was on pilot duty, and long 
rakes of GJFs and GYs were in the various sidings. Out on | 
the roadside were many motor trucks waiting to unload at | 
the recently completed road discharge station. This facility | 
consists of a circular earthen ramp from the top of which 
the grain is discharged into steel bins set underneath the | 
road, and from here the grain is elevated into the adjacent 
steel silos. 

At 12.45 a headlight beam appeared over the hill and | 
T359 scooted in light engine from Maryborough. This loco | 
was refuged in ‘B’ siding, and soon after the Up home sig- 
nals clanked into position, indicating the imminent arrival 
of a goods from Donald. Fifteen minutes later B61 and 
7332 thundered around the bend and screeched to a halt in 
the platform road. This long train contained a mixed bag of 
freight — the first few wagons being bug huts, then came 
26RT, then a lengthy string of loaded GYs followed by a 
few oil tankers. Five minutes later this train whistled out 
and continued on to Maryborough, where it arrived at_ 
1.40. The locos cut off, leaving the train to continue south | 
later that day with different motive power, and proceeded 
to make up another train for the trip back to Donald. Y141 
was the yard pilot. 

Pausing only long enough to observe these movements, 
we moved along to Talbot, where at 2 pm we arrived in 
time to see a north-bound empty GY train behind T330 
slow down to exchange staffs, then roar off towards Mary- 
borough. Over the last two years grain growers around 
Clunes have been pressing for loading facilities at the local 
station, but their efforts have been in vain for there was no | 
sign of any of these type of installations on our visit. By 
this stage we were passing out of the grain-growing belt, 
and although we followed the railway to Geelong via Ball-_ 
arat, we Saw no more grain trains that day. | 

In conclusion, it can be seen that GYs still carry the bulk 
of the harvest, and they do so from closely-spaced silos on 
parallel rail routes 30 km or so apart. One wonders how 
long this situation will persist. The Lonie Report on the 
Transport of Grain makes certain recommendations on 
rail’s role vis-a-vis road transport, and VicRail has raised 
the possibility of closing all or part of two of the Kulwin, 
Robinvale or Kooloonong lines and the Hopetoun to Pat- 
chelwollock line and directing wheat to the nearest trunk 
line. How long, or indeed how soon, will it be before a 
train load of GYs behind a ‘T’ class powering along the 
mallee back blocks will be a thing of the past? 


T373 makes tracks for home after delivering a wheat train 
from Korong Vale to Dunolly, near Kurting on 30.12.80. 


DUNOLLY 
30.12.80 


B61 and T332 ease into Dun- 
olly from Donald as T359 
| waits in B siding at 1.05 pm. 


At 12.45 pm, T359 breezes 
into Dunolly from 
Maryborough light engine. 


A hot and weary shunter 
trudges along the Dunolly 
platform to the shady veran- 
dah while pilot Y153 idles 
away. 
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More about Penshurst 
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Reference to the Penshurst - Dunkeld branch in Jan./Feb. 
Newsrail (p.9) has produced additional information on the sub- 
Ject from two of our interested readers. Mr A J Poppins writes: 


Sir, 

I was most interested to see reference and photographs 
about the Penshurst to Dunkeld Branch in Newsrail. 

My great grandfather, John Amos Stone, was the 
Government Inspector on the Penshurst - Dunkeld line 
from 10th December, 1888 to 30th November, 1890, hav- 
ing previously been an inspector on the Koorongah Estate, 
owned by Messrs Knight and Lydiard, at Rosebrook near 
Port Fairy. 

I have inherited his Victorian Railways Quantity 
Notebook, which contains details of the timber and iron- 
work in each of the structures (crossings, culverts, bridges, 
etc.) along the line. 

In visiting the area a couple of years ago, armed with 
survey maps, information from the VR Curves and Grades 
Book and the Quantity Notebook, I was able to identify the 
line at a number of points, and took a couple of photo- 
graphs of what remains of the old formation. 

From the above-mentioned information, I was able to 
locate, as a particular case, his notes about a structure that 
spanned what is now referred to as the Boonawah Creek. 
All that now remains is the remains of the driven and 
potted piles, which stick up in the creek bed between the 
adjacent sections of the formation. His notes are in ink, 
and the first few lines read as follows: 


Pile Length Last 


Diameter No. of Pile Driven Cut Off Blow 
16x 12 20 22.3 7.10 6.5) 4 
16 x 12 19 22.0 7.10 6.0 3h 
16x 12 18 22.10 9.5 4.0 5k 
16 x 12 17 22.10 9.10 4.9 5k 
Set in 
16 x 12 16 22.11 1.2 eaiereté 
16 x 12 Is 23.11 1.3 do. 
14x 12 14 10.9 1.4 do. 
18 x 14 13 22.9 1.3 do. 
18 x 14 12 23.5 Mp do. 
14x 12 ll 11.0 1.5% do. 


The reference to the ‘‘last blow’? is the penetration 
achieved by the last drop of the piledriver monkey, and 
this gives an indication of the bearing capacity of the pile. 
The two midstream bents, piles 7-10 and 11-14, have longer 
“‘potted’’ piles acting as lateral support for the bent. I 
realise that the line hardly lasted a decade, but I would be 
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interested in any further information concerning its 
construction. (Alex J Poppins, Heidelberg) 


Further information on this “‘curiosity’’ among branch lines 
is provided by the following, received from Jack McLean: 

Two lines opened on 22nd August, 1880: the line 
between Coleraine Junction, which stayed open long 
enough for me to travel on it twice (the first time in the 
AEC about 1929 and the second time in the 280 which the 
ARHS ran to Balmoral) and the connection between 
Coleraine and Dunkeld which didn’t have much of a life, 
as it must have had less justification for being built than 
the Outer Circle! 

It was closed for traffic on 24th March, 1891, that is only 
five months after it opened and it was dismantled on 19th 
February 1898, some sort of a record for whatever is the 
opposite to longevity! Even now, eighty years later, it 
seems there would never have been any justification on 
the basis of traffic, and the possibility of diverting port- 
bound traffic that way to avoid the busy junction at Hamil- 
ton is laughable. 

How much less likely then is an intermediate station on 
the line? As far as I know there never have been any 
centres of population or business between Dunkeld and 
Penshurst, but about twenty-five years ago my attention 
was drawn to an entry in a handwritten ledger which was 
found by the late Leo Harrigan. This entry purported to 
show that between 3rd November, 1890 and 26th Novem- 
ber, 1890 the intermediate station between Dunkeld and 
Penshurst was opened as a staff and ticket station. 

Some of us believed that such a station existed, others 
didn’t, but it was embarassing for those who did believe of 
its existence, because it couldn’t be filed alphabetically! I 
tend to keep my material, if in any order at all, geograph- 
ically, so it didn’t worry me. 

Another searcher after the elusive truth found entries in 
the Engineer’s diary indicating that around the time that it 
was supposedly opened as a staff and ticket station, the — 
station was in the process of being moved about a mile and 
a half towards Dunkeld. 

Recently I had the good fortune to unearth a plan, dated 
September 1890, showing the station ground at 39 miles, 
16 chains (from Koroit), but still with no name to alphabet- 
ically file it under. If you plot this distance out, you will 
find that it is the intersection of the Hamilton - Chatsworth 
Rd with the Penshurst - Dunkeld Rd; the railway runs 
parallel with the latter at this point. The plan shows the 
Chatsworth Rd level-crossing and the railway land widened 
out from the normal one chain to about three and a half 
chains for a distance of about 22 chains on the Dunkeld 
side of the level-crossing, and here were built, or at least 
were intended to be built, a 100-foot passenger platform 
with sloping ramps on the east side of the line, and a goods 
siding, 12 chains between facing points on the west side, 
with a proposed goods platform and shed. | suppose that 
this was the original station, and whether it was actually 
moved the 14 miles north I cannot be sure. 

But it is all rather sad. Of course it shouldn’t have been 
built in the first place, a station on a line that only lasted 
five months, but I wonder what other complications 
ensued because the baby died before it was christened! 
(Jack McLean, Box Hill) 


Both of the above correspondents, and your editors, will be 
pleased to hear of any further history of this unique branch. 


Do you find you have nothing to do on Tuesday 
nights? Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the 
Down platform at Windsor from 8.00 pm. See you 
there! 


NEWSRAIL 


The complicated wheels of interstate legislation will 
| hopefully grind into motion during 1981] to finally formally 
| close the old Murrabit - Stony Crossing railway after 37 
years disuse. 

The first section Kerang to Murrabit, a distance of 20 km 
was opened on December 19, 1925. As a means of provid- 
ing work for the unemployed, the line was extended over a 
new railway department rail-road bridge across the Murray 
River at Murrabit 60 km to Stony Crossing on March 16, 
1928. Primitive horse drawn equipment was used in the 
| construction of the light railway which was built to attract 
farm development in the area. Poor annual rainfall meant 
failure to this idea beyond the Victorian border. However, 
seasonal sheep traffic saw 75 wagon trains hauled by 4-6-0 
| D2 class engines. During early difficulties in the Great 
Depression, services to Stony Crossing in New South 
Wales were discontinued until the financial position 
| improved. In the meantime, the Kerang & Koondrook 
Tramway’s, four wheeled, chain drive, Sentinel steam 
locomotive, which required only a one-man crew, was used 
on the Kerang - Murrabit section. 

A reversing triangle was provided at Stony Crossing. 
There were no turning facilities at Murrabit, thus tender- 
| first running was necessary in one direction when trains did 
not proceed to the New South Wales terminal. Low-level 
platforms were built, similar to those on the parallel 
Balranald line. 

During the Second World War restrictions and associ- 
ated drought conditions, ‘‘Services were Suspended” 
during 1943. No one seems to know when the ‘‘last’’ train 
actually ran although the local ganger was required to make 
regular inspections by rail trolley until the late 1950s. An 
ancient rail-tractor of the type now preserved at the ARHS 
Museum, North Williamstown, struggled along the Kerang 
- Murrabit section hauling a six wheel YZ car-van and 
occasional goods truck. On many occasions when the load 
proved too much for the Fordson tractor, the small 
“train”? was divided to enable ascent of Westby Hill, an 
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Interstate 5’ 3” Tangle 
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insignificant mound on the horizon. After the War, pas- 
senger services ceased. A twice weekly goods service, 
eventually reduced to once weekly, generally hauled by 
D1, D2, D3, K and finally J class engines. The final 
‘crunch’? came in 1960 when the Barr Creek wooden 
trestle bridge, weakened by white ants munching through 
the piles, collapsed under J512 which just managed to 
steam up the embankment with the Z van hanging in mid- 
air still attached to the train by the security of the auto- 
matic coupling. 

The line was built under the Border Railways Act of 1922 
which allowed the Victorian Railways to extend broad 
gauge lines into New South Wales. Efforts to formally 
close the line over the last 20 years have been thwarted by 
the complexities of the Act and the matter was recently 
referred to the Border Anomalies Committee for review. 
Amending legislation is expected to be passed by Parlia- 
ment this year. This will enable disposal and redevelop- 
ment of the existing overgrown railway right-of-way, a 
problem more noticeable in the towns of Kerang and 
Murrabit. Stony Crossing was never much more than a 
store, hall and couple of houses. (POT) 


A.R.H.S. 
RAILWAY MUSEUM 


Open Sat. - Sun. and public holidays 2 - 5 pm 
Mid-week visits by arrangement: Tel. 89 1053 


Miniature Live Steam rides: 
4th Sunday of month — Feb. - Nov. 


CHAMPION ROAD, NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 


p--------- 


T7267, D2739 and D2782 rest in the sunshine at Kerang 
awaiting their next turn of duty. (Late L G Poole Collection) 


Above: Y165 has just arrived 
at Mornington in place of the 
local railmotor on Fri.3.4.81. 
(David Richards) 


Opposite: 58RM, left, and 
22RM at Frankston during 
December 1978. (lan 
Campbell) 


Below: 7.35 am at Baxter 
finds 55RM detaching for its 
run to Mornington while 
59RM is ready to continue to 
Crib Point on Tues.11.3.80. 
(John Dare) 


Morningto! 
Peninsula. 
Passenger 
Trains | 


oe ree mnths 


Above: 55RM sits at Morn- 
ington waiting for 
Passengers on 27.1.81. (Mal 
Austin) 


Opposite: 59RM and trailer 
run towards Somerville from 
Hastings on an Up Crib Point 
- Frankston local. (Mal 
Austin) 


Below: “End of the line”. 
63RM arrives at Stony Point 
on Sat.25.8.79. (John Dare) 
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GENERAL 


VicRail cash crisis: As if the implications of the Lonie 
Report was not enough now VicRail faces bankruptcy. 
During the first half of this financial year it reported an 
operating loss of $100.6 million. This places VicRail in a 
worse financial position than at the same time last year 
despite large staff cutbacks. The statistics showed that 526 
more people left employment in the railways than were 
appointed in the half-year to December 31 last year. The 
State Government budget subsidy to the railways for 
1980-81 was $165.1 million an increase of only 2.3 per cent 
over the previous financial year. In an effort to trim costs 
VicRail has suspended many capital works programs 
including the Werribee line electrification and relaying of 
the Serviceton line. In addition all Victorian country freight 
services have been cancelled on Saturdays and Sundays in 
an effort to save paying expensive penalty rates. An 
increase in fares and freight rates was also being consid- 
ered. A further drastic measure to contain costs was to cut 
all Sunday services and stop all suburban trains at 8.00 pm. 
The Opposition Transport spokesman, Mr Crabb even 
revealed that almost half of Melbourne suburban stations 
would be unmanned soon. He said that 89 of the 189 sub- 
urban stations would no longer be manned. The remaining 
stations were divided up into two categories of essential 
stations to be manned and stations that should be manned. 


One surprising thing to emerge from the Governments 
costs cutting plan was the amount of public and newspaper 
criticism of the proposed measures. VicRail gained many 
new allies in its fight against Government cut backs and it 
was probably the large number of pro-rail newspaper arti- 
cles that helped it decide not to go ahead with its threat to 
cut out Sunday services. 


A number of options were put forward by the State Gov- 
ernment in a effort to trim costs and these included. 


1. A reduction in train size to as low as one car for late 
night services. 

2. Supervision of passengers by guards as part of their 
normal duties. 

3. Ticket selling by guards to cover unmanned stations 
and supplement ticket vending machines. 

Not unexpectedly the Rail unions rejected the Govern- 

ment’s plans and referred to them as blackmail tactics. In a 

counter move the Rail unions invited VicRail to join them 

in a joint working party to more closely examine the whole 

question of weekend and night train cuts. 

However in a subsequent announcement The Australian 
Railways Union did agree to a State Government proposal 
for night trains to comprise three carriages with only one 
for passenger use. The other carriages would be lit up and 
opened only if there were too many people for one car. 

An article in the Age pointed out that things were not 
quite as bad as the Government made out. It was stated 
that cash subsidies to VicRail’s suburban network now 
take a smaller proportion of the State Government’s total 
revenue than they did six years ago. Slightly more than 4 
per cent of $160 million of the State’s budget went to Vic- 
Rail last year compared to 6.3 per cent in 1974-75. As well, 
when expressed in terms of constant money terms (after 
allowing for inflation) VicRail’s losses have been reduced 
by more than 10 per cent since the 1974-75 peak. However 
suburban passenger journeys have decreased from 113 
million in 1974-75 to 85 million in 1979-80. Patronage is 
falling by about 4 per cent per year. 

A further article in the Age stated that VicRail recovers 
49 per cent of its operating costs through fares and freights. 
This is a better performance than rail authorities in New 
South Wales, Tasmania, France and Holland. It is only 
marginally less than Queensland, Western Australia, West 
Germany and the United States of America. The article 
goes on to suggest that VicRail should follow Sydney’s lead 


David and Goliath, C506 and Y142 leave Ballan with the 12.25 pm Melbourne - Ararat fast goods on Sun.9.9.79. 


(John Dare) 
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Parcel van, 13CM, delivers its goods at Bayswater on 21.8.80. (Colin Pike) 


and invest heavily in the suburban system. As Mr Reiher, 
VicRail Chairman said when he began his new job last year 
it is no use trying to market a product that everyone knows 
is bad. He reckons several hundred million dollars are 
needed to upgrade the suburban network. Already our 
train fares are way above those in Sydney. The cost of a 
weekly ticket on the Broadmeadows line is $7.70 whereas 
the same distance in Sydney is only $4.30. 


An editorial in the Herald during March summed up the 
general feeling of the travelling public in a nutshell and is 
worth reproducing here. 


One of the options being considered by the State Government 
and VicRail to ease the burden of the railways’ financial losses 
is to scrap Sunday and week-night suburban services. What a 
marvellous idea! Why don't we also close down a few of the 
hospitals, schools, prisons, social welfare agencies and similar 
drains on the public purse? After all, it’s balancing the books 
that counts — not the needs of the people! 


Over the years, Melbourne's public transport system has been 
allowed to decay to the point where nobody much wants to use it 
any more. But many people have to use it, whether they like it or 
not. They deserve some consideration. Chipping away at the 
service until it is a mere skeleton is no solution, especially now 
that the costly underground loop has become a reality. 


A city must have a comprehensive and reliable public tran- 
sport system if it is to prosper. If this means we have to pay for 
it, then so be it. But surely it is not beyond our highly-paid 
decision-makers and administrators to come up with ideas for 
getting people back into the trains and trams. The first step, 
surely, should be to improve the service, not reduce it. 
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Victoria’s Transport Minister, Mr R Maclellan admitted 
in a recent interview that he quite liked trains and they have a 
place in handling suburban passengers, main line and trunk 
country haulage, freight. An interesting statement from a 
Minister who wants to cut trains back. (Herald, Age) 


Rail link to Tullamarine: A $30 million rail service to 
Tullamarine airport has been suggested in a Federal/State 
aviation report released recently. The service would be 
needed to cope with a predicted four-fold increase in air- 
port commuters by the year 2000. A rail line via Albion 
would need a daily patronage of 20,000 to justify the prop- 
osal. The report rejected the idea of a aerotrain monorail as 
too costly. (Herald, 16.3) 


A roof for Flinders St station: Work would start on a giant 
$35 million entertainment centre for Melbourne within 
five years, entrepreneur Michael Edgley predicted last 
night. Mr Edgley is one of a group which wants to build the 
entertainment centre over Flinders St railway station. The 
15,000 seat futuristic centre nicknamed ‘polygon’ because 
of its eight sided shape would be built on columns five 
metres above the platforms at Flinders St. The polygon 
would roof Flinders St station and have twin 19th-century 
style domes to harmonise with the existing building. The 
centre would take three years to construct. (Sun, 3.3) 


Port Melbourne line reprieve: The State Government will 
give the condemned Port Melbourne rail line a three 
month reprieve. The Government has decided to retain 
services for a three month period pending further examin- 
ation of support for the line. The Port Melbourne line was 
one of four earmarked for closure after recommendations 
of the Lonie Report released last September. (Age, 16.2) 
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July 1980 finds C505 hauling a late running Up Overland at the Up end of Bank Box loop. (R Gillard) 
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C509 departs Newport at the head of a long mixed load as it heads for Ballarat via the North 
Geelong loop. 27.3.81. (Warren Hall) 


Save St Kilda train: St Kilda’s railway line could be saved 
and redeveloped by private enterprise the St Kilda Council 
planning and works committee said on 17.3. Tentative 
approaches have already been made to entrepreneurs to 
invest in the line now in its second month of a three month 
closure reprieve. (Sun, 18.3) 


Upfield line vote: A Coburg council referendum recently 
slammed the proposed closure of the Upfield rail line. 
Voters were asked one question, Did they object to the 
closure of the Upfield rail line? The yes vote was 4632 or 
87.6 per cent of the poll with the no vote 655 or 12 per 
cent. The State member for Coburg said the vute had 
given a massive mandate to continue its protest. “Su) 


Train or bus vote: In what appears to be an about-turn by 
the State Government it has now agreed to hold public 
inquiries before it replaces any railway service with buses. 
The Opposition spokesman on Transport, Mr Crabb, 
claimed yesterday the inquiries could delay implementation 
of some of the Lonie Report recommendations by as long as 
12 months. He said the ALP would use the inquiries to 
fight closure of suburban rail lines. The Minister for Tran- 
sport, Mr Maclellan, confirmed that he had not decided on 
closure dates for the lines involved, although some target 
dates had been set by VicRail. He emphasised that the pub- 
lic inquiries were not needed to close rail lines, only to start 
new bus services. (Age, 20.3) 


VicRail wins Safety Award: At the annual presentation of 
industrial safety awards made by the Colonial Mutual Life 
Association, through the National Safety Council of Aus- 
tralia, VicRail carried off the State prize for the best contri- 
bution to safety in Australian industry. The awards are 
made each year to encourage the promotion of safety and 
health in industry. VicRail’s winning entry for 1980 was its 
detailed programme for the safe handling and transport of 
liquefied petroleum gas. The organisation has been a user 
and handler of LP gas for many years — in cylinders, bulk 
installations and tanker wagons — and, aware of the poten- 
tial hazards, often catastrophic, of this highly flammable 
fuel, has insisted on the observance of all codes, standards 
and regulations covering its use. (ROA Network, 3.81) 
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VicRail to VicBus: VicRail should change its name to Vic- 
Bus, according to Labor’s transport spokesman, Mr Crabb. 
VicRail was now running more country buses than trains, 
he said. Mr Crabb said that if closures proceeded as 
scheduled, the final result would be seven rail services 
compared with 24 bus services. (Sun, 12.2) 


VicRail motels: VicRail planned to convert its disused rail- 
way lines and carriages into motels, Labor’s transport 
spokesman, Mr Crabb, said yesterday. The first motel was 
planned for Kilcunda, 10 km west of Wonthaggi in Gipps- 
land, where the Railway Construction and Property Board 
proposed to convert the station and five carriages into 
motel units, he said. Mr Crabb said the station was part of 
the Wonthaggi line, which closed four years ago and the 
carriages would come from the Bendigo line (Sun, 13.2) 


Tender: Tenders closing at 11.00 am on 18.3.81 — Erection 
and completion of signal and communciations buildings 
comprising a diesel generator room only at Horsham and 
at each of Murtoa and Pimpinio loops, a diesel generator 
room and relay room. Combined Contract No. 65023. 


SERVICETON LINE & BRANCHES 


National Party advice: National Party parliamentarians 
who met in Horsham on 17.2 called on the State Govern- 
ment to improve Wimmera’s passenger rail service 
immediately. They also want the Government to ensure 
that the Regional Freight Centre at Horsham is retained. 
The National Party leader Mr Peter Ross Edwards said that 
the rail network throughout country Victoria was literally 
falling apart. (Wimmera Mail Times) 


New Horsham line times: VicRail has released a draft 
timetable for its Wimmera passenger rail service between 
Dimboola and Melbourne. It is planned for introduction in 
August. No stations west of Dimboola are mentioned 
because their schedules remain unchanged. The new time- 
table retains the present pattern of rail to Dimboola and 
bus connections westwards to Nhill, Kaniva and Service- 
ton. VicRail wants public comment on its passenger service 
plans. (Wimmera Mail Times, 20.2) 
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X41 hauls the afternoon Up Horsham - Melbourne passenger train near Murtoa on 25.5.80. 
(Michael de Josselin) 


Stawell district stations to close: As part of VicRail’s 
plans to speed up passenger services three rail stations in 
the Stawell area will close, probably as from June. The 
stations concerned are Great Western, Glenorchy, Lubeck. 
(Stawell Times News) 


Serviceton water supply: Moves for improvements to the 
Serviceton water supply, have come to a stalemate, follow- 
ing latest moves by the Victorian Railways. Last year, the 
Railways requested the Kaniva Shire Council to take over 
control of the water supply. But at the meeting of the 
Kaniva Shire council last week, the engineer, Mr P Clev- 
erly told the council, the latest proposals by the Railways 
would not be acceptable for the council to take over. 
(Kaniva Times, 17.2) 


Warracknabeal’s water tower saved: Warracknabeal’s rail- 
way water tower will be preserved. Warracknabeal Shire 
Council has received $4500 from the National Estate 
program to carry out conservation work on the tower in 
1980-81 and 1981-82. (Warracknabeal Herald) 


Keep Horsham branches open: Member for Lowan, Mr 
Bill McGrath, wants pressure started to keep open three 
railway branch lines in the west Wimmera. They are the 
Horsham - Noradjuha, Horsham - Natimuk and Natimuk - 
Carpolac lines. Mr McGrath told Arapiles Shire Council’s 
February meeting yesterday that continued pressure must 
be applied on the State Government to make sure the lines 
a not taken out of service. (Wimmera Mail Times, 
a 


B class banker: Despite the advent of bigger diesels to run 
interstate goods, the assistance of a banker is sometimes 
required. On Tues.10.3, B73 was attached to the rear of 
9144 to assist to Warrenheip. The train, headed by C507, 
of 1218 tonne was inside the permitted load of 1400 tonne 
for a single C class. (GAJ) 
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Ballast regulator to Ararat: A special trip by Ballast regu- 
lator No.6 was run from Warragul to Ararat on Thurs.19.2. 
Times were: Warragul 8.05 am, Ararat arrive 7.55 pm. 
Maximum speed 30 mph. (KW) 


MILDURA LINE 

Mildura sightings: 

Whilst roomette sleeper No.l1 was receiving workshops 
attention, its place in the Vinelander consist was taken by 
roomette cars off the Overland 

On 6.2, Purpawi was noted on Mildura arrival and depar- 
tures, whilst Juki was noted on 10.2. 

In both instances 4PCO power car was attached as trailing 
vehicle as the Overland cars do not have compatable 
power connections. (BMcL, JRP) 

Ballast regulator to Clunes: A special trip was run by 

Ballast regulator No.7 from Arden St to Clunes on 

Mon.23.2. The regulator left Arden St at 10.05 am and 

arrived Clunes at 5.04 pm. (KW) 

Livestock special: A special express train for livestock left 

Ouyen on Wed.25.2 at 10.03 pm. The train ran via 

Maryborough and Ballarat arriving Melbourne yard at 8.00 

am on 26.2. Anticipated load 625 tonnes. (KW) 

Broken Hill bus: As from 17.3, fares for the bus service 

which operates between Mildura and Broken Hill connect- 

ing with the Vinelander on the forward journey only on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays will be as follows: Adult $15.30, 

Pensioner $12.50, Student $12.50, Child under 15 $8.00. 


BENDIGO LINE & BRANCHES 

Swan Hill pass. upgrade: VicRail has released draft 
timetables for the Swan Hill - Bendigo - Melbourne line 
which may come into operation in August. Journey times 
have been cut and the train will stop at only three stations 
between Swan Hill and Bendigo. Mr Wright, MLC (North 
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Western), told the Guardian new look country trains 
would hit the rails when the new timetables were 
introduced. 

He said the daily train from Swan Hill would stop only at 
Kerang, Pyramid Hill and Eaglehawk under the draft 
timetable. He clairned VicRail had written directly to him 
with the timetables. From Mondays to Saturdays, the train 
will leave Swan Hill at 6.40 am, arrive in Bendigo at 9.00 
and be in Melbourne at 11.15 am. The Sunday train would 
leave at 4.30 pm and arrive in Melbourne at 9.30. The 
Monday to Saturday service would be a fully seat booked 
train. (Swan Hill Guardian, 23.2) 


Special pass. services: The following special trains were 

scheduled to run on the line as shown. 

Link Tours ran a special train known as the ‘‘Swan Hill 
Spirit’ on Sat.21.2 leaving Spencer St at 8.25 am and 
returning on Sun.22.2 at 10.08 pm, To cater for a special 
excursion by the Urban Fire Brigade cars, Sleeper No.10, 
Carey, Goulburn and Melville were attached to the 5.04 
pm Bendigo train, Fri.6.3. 

A further tour of ‘‘The Swan Hill Spirit’? was run on the 
21.3. Times were the same as tour on 21.2. 

The Richmond Football Club ran a trip on 7.3. To cater for 
the expected 200 passengers additional carriages were 
attached to the 8.45 am train to Bendigo. On arrival at 
Bendigo the carriages were detached and formed a train 
returning at 6.30 pm hauled by a T class with CW and 4 
BU cars. 

Greenways Refrigeration Social Club ran a special DERM 
trip from Crib Point to Woodend and return on 
Sun.15.3. The DERM left Crib Point at 8.25 am, arrived 
at Woodend at 11.55 am and returned to Crib Point at 
6.26 pm. 


An organisation known as Fun Tours Pty Ltd ran a special 
train to Woodend on Sat.21.3, with departure at 6.40 pm 
arrival at Woodend at 8.17 pm. Departure was at 12.10 | 
am arriving Spencer St at 1.30 am on Sun.22.3. The 
passengers detrained and entrained at Macedon. The | 
loco was a T class with CW and 2 BE. 

The Camberwell Apex Club ran a special train to Woodend 
on Sat.28.3. The train arrived Woodend at 6.57 pm and 
departed at 10.15 pm. Consist of the train was BCPL11 | 
(Dance Car), BZ, MRS, AZ, CW and T class loco. 


Mathoura station goes: A part of railway history vanished 
recently when the station building at Mathoura was dis- 
mantled. The station has been in existence since the days 
of the Deniliquin Moama Railway Co and was originally 
part of the hotel built by the Deniliquin Moama Railway 
Co on the same site. (AW) 


Echuca Toolamba service ends: The 6.05 am departure of - 
the Echuca to Toolamba train on 2.3, ended a 116 year 
passenger link between Echuca and Melbourne. The last 
train was hauled by Y161 with one pass. car and a C van. 
The first passenger train to Echuca came via Bendigo in 
1864 but that service was replaced with a bus in 1980. The — 
service via Toolamba was introduced in 1887 and now that 
too has been handed over to a bus service. (Riverine 
Herald) 


Deniliquin wheat: Wheat receivals at Deniliquin this 
season were the highest for the 62 stations in the Victorian 
Grain Elevators Board’s eastern region. Details of wheat, 
barley and oats receivals during the 1980-81 harvest were 
released by the board this week. Next to Deniliquin’s — 
31,634 tonnes of wheat, the highest for the region were 


X36 powers out of Kyneton at the head of the Up Bendigo - Melbourne passenger train on Sun.1.3.81. 


(Greg King) 
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Oaklands with 25,984 tonnes and Murchison East 25,631 
tonnes. (Pastoral Times, 6.3) 


Wheat bunker tenders: Tenders closing at 3.00 pm on 
Tues.17,3 are invited for wheat removal and or cartage of 
wheat from bunker to silo at the undermentioned storages: 


1. Oaklands: 6,139 tonnes. 

2. St.James: 2,507 tonnes. 

3. Hunter: 1,853 tonnes. 

4. Diggora West: 13,440 tonnes. 
5. Warragoon: 9,362 tonnes. 


Tenders are also invited for earth removal from bunkers at 
Warragoon and Diggora West closing same day. Tenderers 
will be required to reform earth wall banks. (Riverine 
Herald, 6.3) 


Radio station in Harcourt rail station: Not too many 
radio stations have trains thundering past their front door. 
But that will be the case when Goldfields Community 
Radio establishes its studios in the disused Harcourt rail- 
way station. The secretary of GCR Co-operative Ltd, Dr 
Jeff Langdon, said VicRail had just agreed to make the 
station building available. 

GCR is co-ordinating an effort to get a community- 
owned and operated FM broadcasting station for central 
Victoria. It planned to broadcast at 2KW power from Mt 
Alexander so that the whole central Victorian community 
would be able to participate and listen to the station, Dr 
Langdon said. (Riverine Herald, 6.3) 


New grain storages: On-site work would begin soon on 
new grain storages at 10 Victorian country centres, the 
State Agriculture Minister, Mr Austin, said yesterday. 
Pyramid Hill will get one of the new storages. Mr Austin 
said the manufacture of units for the $5 million program 
announced earlier this week, had begun already. Mr Austin 


said the storages would be able to discharge to rail trucks at 


400 tonnes an hour. (Bendigo Advertiser) 


Line to Diggora West to close?: Mr Eddie Hann, MLA for 
Rodney, has made representations to the Minister of 


Transport, Mr Maclellan, expressing his concern that there 


has been very little maintenance carried out on the railway 
line between Elmore and Diggora West in recent years. 
Mr Hann said that wheatgrowers in the area are con- 
cerned about the possibility of the railways considering the 
closure of the line. In the last three years, 23,403 tonnes of 
wheat have been delivered to the Hunter and Diggora 
silos, representing a substantial amount of grain to be 
transported by rail. (Campaspe Valley News, 24.3) 


Wheat terminal improvements: The Grain Elevators 
Board of Victoria recently called for tenderers to submit 
registration for the design and/or construction of future 
capital works at the Geelong shipping terminal. Works are 
planned over an extended number of years and involve the 
following in order of projects. 


1. Construction of a new rail/road receival facility. 

2. Shipping facilities for a new shipping wharf. 

3. Upgrading of the in/out loading of horizontal sheds. 
4. Vertical storages. 

5. Road receival and storage facilities. 

6. Minor building works. 


Tenders close on 16 April 1981. (Sun, 21.3) 


Brambles Transport pro rail: Mr Lou Marks of Brambles 
Transport gave an address to the 6th Australian Transport 
Research Forum in Brisbane on 23 October, 1980 part of 
which concerned railways and parts of his speech are 
repeated here. 


In Victoria, as a result of the findings of the recent Vic- 
torian transport study headed by Mr Murray Lonie, and in 
accordance with the Bland Report of 1973, we can, I under- 
stand, expect a much more open road policy to apply in 


that State within the next year or two. 


MAY 1981 


My other great concern is, and again | instance only the 
major freight corridor of Melbourne - Sydney, where in 
1978 at the Outlook Conference | said that I had gathered 
from details supplied by the Bureau of Transport Econo- 
mics, that track improvements on the Melbourne - Sydney 
rail link could be carried out at a cost (in 1976 values) of 
$5.88 million, with a benefit cost ratio of 2.3 to 1. 


I understood further that these improvements would 
have the effect of enabling the number of interstate goods 
trains (fast express and ordinary interstate) to increase 
from 17 trains of 800 tonnes per day to 26 trains of 1100 
tonnes per day. Of the 26 trains, 16 could operate as fast 
express, whereas at that time only eight fast express trains 
could be accommodated. 


To extract the optimum performance in rail freight cap- 
acity there would also need to be quite a deal expended on 
terminals at the capital cities to facilitate breaking bulk and 
distribution, and this of course would be an additional cost 
to the improvements required on the permanent way and 
for rollingstock. 


I may be completely out of date but to my knowledge 
that boost to capacity has yet to commence, and conse- 
quently, as a responsible transport man and disregarding 
any modal preference, the mind boggles at the confusion 
that could be caused through a massive swing to rail if, as I 
suggested earlier, we suffered a prolonged shortage or total 
dry-up of fuel supply for road transport. (Australian 
Transport, 2.81) 


Increased goods train loads: Following a review of the 
authorised overload for goods trains, VicRail has author- 
ised the following permissable overloads for goods trains 
on both the broad gauge and standard gauge lines. 

When hauled by a B, C, L, S or X class locomotive — 25 
tonnes. 

When hauled by a H, T or Y class Locomotive — 15 
tonnes. 

A train being hauled by locomotives working in multiple 
is authorised to have an overload equivalent to the total of 
that permitted to be taken by each of such locomotives. 


Examples: 

(a) Train hauled by T + T locomotives in multiple — 
Permitted overload — 30 tonnes. 

(b) Train hauled by B + T locomotives in multiple — 
Permitted overload — 40 tonnes 

(c) Train hauled by X + B locomotives in multiple — 
Permitted overload — 50 tonnes. 

(WN/3.3) 


DERM to pass.: Commencing Sat.28.3.81 and on Satur- 
days until further notice, the following alterations to 
Werribee line passenger services will have effect: 


Down: 
5.25 pm: Spencer St - Werribee, DERM and trailer 
(No.8253), will be operated as a locomotive-hauled 


passenger train. 

7.12 pm: Newport - Werribee, DERM (No.6385) will be 
operated as a locomotive-hauled passenger train. 

9.20 pm: Newport - Werribee, DERM (No.6391) will be 
operated as a locomotive-hauled passenger train. 


Up: 

6.35 pm: Werribee - Newport, DERM (No.6390) will be 
operated as a locomotive-hauled passenger train. 

8.05 pm: Werribee - Newport, DERM (No.6394) will be 
operated as a locomotive-hauled passenger train. 

10.00 pm: Werribee - Spencer St, DERM and trailer 
(No.8286) will be operated as a locomotive-hauled 
passenger train. 


Colac tour: On Sun.15.3. VicRail scheduled a special 
Colac/Otway Ranges package tour departing Spencer St at 
9.10 am arriving Colac at 11.15 am, departing at 7.35 pm 
arriving Spencer St at 9.37 pm. 
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‘ . Above: B66 on an Up wheat train runs through another 
Opposite above: S300 on a Down interstate fast goods wheatie on 19.1.81, again showing the unsatisfactory cross- 


crosses C506 on a Up Jet on 14.1.81. ing requirements. 
ipa below: C506 edges into the all-too-short loop to Below: Vintage T class numbers 324 and 327 grind up the 
effect the above cross. Big Hill towards Ararat on 17.1.81. (All photos Peter Martin) 
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Special train to Hamilton: To cater for the ANA Con- 
ference at Hamilton a special train ran, consisting of PCO, 
AJ, Club Car, AZ CE and B class loco. The train was timed 
to leave Melbourne (Spencer St platform 5) at 10.45 am on 
16.3, travel via Ballarat and Ararat with arrival at Hamilton 
at 3.55 pm. The return working occurred on Fri.20.3, with 
departure at 9.50 am and arrival at Spencer St at 2.47 pm. 
(KW) 


YARRAM LINE 

Rail car workings: On Mon.2.3, 22RM-64MT ran as usual 
the 9.11 am Leongatha, however it was extended to Foster 
to cater for a school party from Fish Creek to Flinders St. 
For safeworking reasons the RM had to go on to Foster. 
Travelling (from Spencer St) a total of 384km 22RM did 
not falter. Almost certainly the last Walker to Foster as 
22RM at the date of writing is to be withdrawn in about a 
fortnights time. On Mon.23.2 22RM didn’t run the Leon- 
gatha, but instead did a Seymour service. 22RM was with- 
drawn after running the 4.15 pm Up leongatha on 1.4.81. 
(PWB) 

Ys to Korumburra: On 26.3, Y137 and 108 ran the 9.50 pm 
Korumburra goods with a load of 31/570 tonnes. (KW) 


STONY POINT LINE 

Mornington Cup special: T387-12BW-43BW-12ABE-C 
van formed special train on 25.2. 

Steel train: In Frankston yard on 26.2 was B6l with a 
Lysaghts steel train. In recent weeks the steel trains have 
brought their loads up the hill from Baxter in two halves 
and coupled together at Frankston. ANR guards van 8377 
was on the train on 26.2. (HG) 


SHEPPARTON LINE 

New Shepparton services: A new passenger service time- 
table has been prepared by VicRail and released to the 
Shepparton City Council for comments. The timetable 
provides for three trains each way on a Monday to Friday 
basis. (Shepparton News, 11.3) 

Cobram service saved?: An indication that the Cobram 
rail service may not be transferred to bus operation was 
given in State Parliament on 18.3. The Minister of 


Transport said he recognised that a large public meeting at 
Numurkah had demanded that the service be retained. 
Their proposals were now being closely considered. To 
retain the service to Cobram about $500,000 would need 
be spent on the section between Shepparton and Cobram. 
(Shepparton News, 19.3) 


ALBURY LINE & BRANCHES 
Bright line sightings: 

3.3: Y164 ran to Myrtleford and return. 
5.3: Y164 ran to Myrtleford and return. 
10.3: Y161 ran to Myrtleford. 

13.3: Y161 ran to Myrtleford. 

19.3: Y159 ran to Myrtleford. (IM) 


Standard gauge ballast run: A_ special ballast train 
departed Glenrowan at 5.15 am on 19.2 ran to Somerton 
discharging ballast as far as West Footscray Junction and 
then returned to Broadford loop at 6.12 pm. (BW) 


Special steel train: A special train conveying out of gauge 
steel plates left Albury at 7.55 pm on 1.3, bound for 
Somerton. The load consisted of 18 E type wagons with a 
gross load of 1098 tonnes. Maximum speed of the train 
was 45 mph. (KW) 


Rutherglen Red: Link Tours popular Rutherglen Red tour 
left Spencer St at 9.30 am on 28.2 and arrived back at 
Spencer St at 7.20 pm on Sun.1.3. (KW) 

Special Plasser trips: Special trips were run by the NSW 
RVX3 Plasser recorder car on 4.3. The car left Albury at 
7.50 am recording to South Dynon and arriving there at 
5.05 pm. The car returned to Albury on 5.3. Maximum 
speed while recording was 30 mph. (KW) 


ORBOST LINE 

Fire train: On Mon.26.1 the fire train was ordered out of 
the storage yard to Dandenong to assist with a lineside fire 
at Lyndhurst. B81, ZL, HD, SWA, ZL, departed 
Melbourne at 3.17 pm and had an uninterrupted run arriv- 
ing Dandenong at 4.03 pm just in time to see the start of a 
violent storm thus cancelling the need for the fire train 
which departed for Melbourne at 6.17 pm. (GAJ) 


Sale Turf Club special: In connection with the Sale Turf 
Club meeting on Thurs.19.2, a special train left Spencer St 
at 8.05 am arriving Sale at 11.36 am. Return working was 
Sale 5.10 pm, Spencer St 8.36 pm. The consist was CW- 
AW-BW with an L class as far as Traralgon with a T class to 
Sale. (KW) 

New rail siding: A new rail siding is being constructed 
near Warruck about three miles from Sale to serve an 
industrial estate. (IS) 


E at Warragul: As at 28.2 the Warragul yard pilot was 
E1107. (CR) 


SEC special: To cater for a special visit by SEC personnel 
the Norman car was attached to the 8.50 am Gippslander on 
2.4. The car was taken on to Traralgon where it was turned 
for a return journey on the Up Gippslander. 

Sighted at Warragul: Remodelled and repaired electric 
loco L1171 was seen at Warragul yards on 7.12.80. One of 
10 locos in the yard that day. (RW) 


If YOU are interested in Railways 
why not join the 


AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY — 
Victorian Division 


Write to the 


MEMBERSHIP OFFICER 
BOX 5177AA, G.P.O. MELBOURNE 3001 
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A road hauler unloads hay into GYs at Bruthen in a quiet 
scene on 11.1.81. (Joshua Baker) 
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Works 


WARRNAMBOOL LINE 


Ballast train: In connection with the laying of duplicated 
track to Geelong a special ballast train ran to Little River 
on Wed.18.2 and Fri.20.2. The train departed Melbourne 
yard at 6.15 am arrived Little River at 8.40 am reversed 
and pushed the load of 12 VHWA hopper wagons onto the 
new track to discharge the ballast. 


Rail train: Also in connection with the Geelong duplica- 
tion a special train conveying rails and points and crossing 
materials ran to Little River on Sat.10.30 pm and dis- 
charged rails between Little River and Corio on Sun.22.2 
and returned to Melbourne at 10.20 am. 


Concrete sleepers: A train load of concrete sleepers ran to 
Lara on Sat.14.3 and discharged sleepers from 6 VFLX 
wagons between Little River and Lara. The train returned 
to Melbourne yard at 9.10 am, Sun.15.3. 


Where is it? 


The Society has recently completed a survey of our 
fast-fading stock of railway station buildings and we are 
now pleased to announce the commencement of a new 
feature using the photographs of stations taken during 
survey. All you have to do is to identify the station 
building from the photographs and the clues provided. 
Most of our readers spend their limited available leisure 
time concentrating on rollingstock, train running, 
safeworking and the like, so we hope this feature will 
be entertaining and simultaneously broaden your 
horizons ... 


SERVICETON LINE 


Relaying work stopped: Due to a lack of money VicRail 
has stopped relaying work on the main Serviceton line until 
next financial year. The relay crew will move to other work 
including loops and other line maintenance. The relaying 
work had been stopped because of a general shortage of 
maintenance money but work on new crossing loops would 
continue because this work was financed from capital 
money allocations. (Wimmera Mail Times, 18.2) 


ALBURY LINE 


Bowser works: On Mon.16.3, the existing level-crossing at 
mileage 149 will be closed and a new replacement crossing 
brought into use a few metres in the Down direction. An 
Up standard gauge signal will be relocated 274 metres in a 
Down direction. 


Clues: This station is situated in a windswept location 
and still retains its passenger service. It was once 
situated at a junction and bears the same name as that 
of one of Adelaide’s suburban stations. It was manned 
on Saturday 21.2.81 when this photograph was taken and 
the caretaker resided in the departmental residence in 
the distance. 


Where is it? Answer, page 110. 


i 
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Rollingstock 


Harris to Taits: In the past few years 95% of all trains on 

the Epping and Hurstbridge lines have been Harris trains 

but with the opening of the underground loop and the ban 

on Tait trains using it, the Tait trains have found their way 

on to the Princes Bridge group of lines. However in the last 

few weeks following complaints from passengers the 

occasional Harris train has crept into the schedule. The 

biggest surprise of all occurred on Sun.8.3, when a six car 

Silver set was seen passing through Croxton at 10.30 am 

(NC) 

Loco update: 

X36: ex Newport during Dec. 1980. Fitted with 645E 
engine and uprated to 2000 hp. 

X32: ex Newport Feb. 81 with new 645E engine and up- 
rated to 2000 hp. 

X47: Transferred from broad gauge to standard gauge. 

C504: Following an engine change loco was painted with 
yellow handrails. 

Railcar news: 

22RM (153 hp): the last Walker car on register is in good 
mechanical condition but body condition is poor. It now 
normally runs the 9.11 am Leongatha and return and 
usually hauls a trailer. It provides fairly reliable service 
but will probably be withdrawn when two DERMs now 
under overhaul are released into service. It will then go 
to the ARHS Museum. [Withdrawn 1.4.81.] 

24RM: Awaiting scrapping, minus engine at Newport 
workshops. 

32RM: Sold to a South Australian buyer. 

82RM (280 hp): Was originally withdrawn on 17.9 after 
running the Woodend service and later sold for excur- 
sion use on the Tallangatta line. Transferred to Wodonga 
on Sat.7.2. 

85RM: Stored at Newport for eventual display in ARHS 
Museum. Was withdrawn due to collapse of bearing on 
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the axle drive of No.2 engine. Ran to Ballarat on one 
engine for repairs however body condition was consid- 
ered to be in too bad a condition and was withdrawn. It 
ran back to Newport via Geelong. 

91RM: Was purchased by McAvanney and Yard of South 
Australia and was to be transferred to Adelaide on 28.2, 
but was postponed. | 

Walker trailers: | 

S6MT: Last seen stored with 91RM and will accompany it 
to Adelaide. | 

S7MT: Last seen at Newport workshops stripped of inter- | 
nal fittings and now probably scrapped. 

S8MT: Stored with 24RM at Newport and was recently 
rammed in the rear by E1105. Will probably be scrapped. 

S9MT: Stored at Newport badly vandalised. | 

64MT: Still running. Normally used on the Leongatha 
service with 22RM. 

The bodies of 29 and 31RM were destined to be used as 
sheds by farmers on their country properties. In fact one 
body has been noted by a reader near Mansfield. (PWB) 

DRC42: On Wed.4.2, DRC42 was conveyed on the 2.45 | 

pm Up Horsham pass. from Ararat to Melbourne for 

repairs. It was scheduled to have a test run on 26.2 and be 
returned that night per the 4.56 pm Dimboola pass. but did | 
not eventuate. (PWB) 

KMQ wagons: Further to Newsrail, March 1981, p.50, the 

following information is available. KMQ194 converted ex 

U806, 5.2.81, Ballarat North; KMQ195 converted Ballarat 

North, 5.2.81. Wagon U828 was sighted in storage at 

Wallan on 10.10.80 and is stencilled ‘Hold Convert to_ 

KMQ Wagon’. (DMcG) | 


| 
R707 sits in the Steamrail enclosure at Newport minus its 
cab and with its tender uncoupled as it undergoes restor- | 
ation. (Warren Hall) | 

| 

. 


Beteippiiciis: 


NEWSRAIL 


City loop bomb threat: On 4.2. Museum station was evacu- 
ated and all train operations suspended from 2.00 pm while 
police searched the area for a bomb following an anony- 
mous phone call. Fortunately no bomb was found and train 
services resumed after a short delay. (Herald) 


Bruthen derailment: The 6.10 pm Up Orbost goods hauled 
by T392 and T393 was involved in a minor derailment near 
Bruthen when two GY wagons jumped the rails. The train 
was delayed for about 16 hours. (KW) 


Wheatie off the rails: Eleven GH wagons, part of the load 
of the 8.05 am Ararat to Hamilton goods jumped the tracks 
near Langi Logan. The train was hauled by T384 and T367. 
Rerailing was completed on 8.2.81. (CB) 


Storm delays suburbans: A severe electrical storm struck 
Melbourne on 21.2, causing electric overhead wires at Vic- 
toria Park to become disarranged. The failure occurred at 
3.30 pm and power was not restored until just after 5.00 
pm. (Herald) 


Creswick derailment: The 2.50 pm Ballarat to Donald 
goods hauled by T333 and T372 was derailed near Cres- 
wick on 27.2. A total of 15 empty GY wagons were 
derailed. Mildura goods trains and the Vinelander were 
routed via Castlemaine. (Ballarat Guardian) 


tion. (Ken Williams) 
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Delays, Derailments, etc. 


Woomelang derailment: The 4.30 pm Donald to Ouyen 
goods hauled by B79 was derailed near Woomelang on the 
3.3. when two GY wagons and three VHGY wagons left 
the rails. Rerailing was completed on the 4.3. (KW) 


Armstrong derailment: A bad derailment occurred near 
Armstrong on 7.3 at about 1.30 pm when a total of 19 four- 
wheel and bogie wagons, while part of No.9193 goods 
hauled by 1344-359, left the rails damaging about 200 
metres of track. (CW) 


Jet delayed: With a load of 29=58=78 1454 tonnes, 9127 
Jet — the 1.30 pm Dynon to Serviceton, was obviously in 
trouble travelling at snail’s pace at the foot of the climb to 
Bank Box. With X45-46 up front on Thurs.19.3 the black 
exhaust pouring from X46 was a sign of troubles to come. 
The train stopped for five minutes while the driver 
attended, and was able to get the train moving. At Bank 
Box a relief engine was requested, B63 arrived from 
Ballarat at 5.38 pm and the train departed with all three 
engines powering at 6.05 pm after a delay of 122 minutes. 
(GAJ) 

Disabled DRC: The Up Yarram pass., noted at Richmond 
on Mon.2.3 at 11.17 am, was T349-DRC43-BG-BW-CW 
with passengers riding in the DRC. Presumably the 6.20 
am Up Leongatha was run by a bus on this day. (GAJ) 


K153 failed at Blackburn on 29.3.81 due to leaking tubes and we see X37 attached to the rear to clear the sec- 


Taildisc 


GENERAL 


Adelaide transport improvements: The 1979/80 year saw 
the State Transport Authority in Adelaide expand its 
operations and services and some of its achievements are 
listed here. 

The opening of the Noarlunga bus-rail interchange. 
Commissioning of the Regency Park workshop. 
Opening of the Lonsdale bus depot. 

Relocation of the new Elizabeth bus depot. 
Introduction into service of the new 2000 class railcars. 
Delivery of the first of the specially designed express 
buses. 

7. Increase in passenger journeys by 3.8%. 

The Authority also looks forward to years ahead with its 5 
year plan estimated to cost $150 million. Main objectives of 
this plan include. 

Upgrading of Adelaide station building. 

Refurbishing of the Red Hen railcars. 

Upgrading suburban rail stations. 

Redevelopment of Adelaide station yard. 

Resignalling of the metropolitan rail system. 
Installation of two-way radios in remainder of Red Hen 
railcars. 

New railway stations at Christie Downs and North 
Haven. (STA Report) 


NSW Rail leaps ahead: In the past five years an extra $1.1 
billion has been pumped in to the State Rail Authority. The 
funds were used to provide for: 

140 new locos purchased. 

435 new suburban double deck cars. 

Construct 2500 freight wagons 

76 new interurban double deck cars. 

30 XPT high speed country cars. 

The upgrading of 1000 km of rail lines. 

Four new workshops. 

Commencement of electrification to Newcastle and 
later to Wollongong. 

9. 50 new rail bridges. 

The improvements encouraged an extra 26 million 
passengers to use the suburban network and an additional 
250,000 passengers travelled on country trains. Freight 
revenue jumped 100% in three years. (Sun, 24.3) 
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Albury - Junee CTC Project: A contract has recently been 
awarded to Delairco Engineering to provide power signall- 
ing and centralised traffic control for the single track 
between Albury and Junee on Australia’s busiest rail 
route. The contract worth about $7 million will replace 
existing mechanical signalling at the ten crossing loops with 
modern electrical equipment. Earthworks have already 
been completed for the lengthening of the crossing loops to 
accept trains of up to 900 metres in length. The new system 
is expected to begin operation towards the end of 1982 and 
is similar to that now being installed on the Telerah to 
Casino section of the North Coast line. (Daily Commercial 
News, Jan.81) 


New coal locos: Clyde Engineering (Qld) Pty Ltd has won 
a contract to build ten diesel locomotives for the German 
Creek coal mine in Central Queensland. The coal will be 
exported through Hay Point and a new 28km line is 
presently being built to connect German Creek with. the 
existing line at the Norwich Park coal mine. The Cornpany 
expects to extract 29 million tonnes of coal by open cut 
mining over 15 years and 19 million tonnes by under- 
ground methods. The locomotives and rollingstock would 
ean excess of $22 million. (Daily Commercial News, 
Jan. 


Super locos for ore traffic: Clyde Engineering at Rose- 
water, Adelaide will supply Hamersley Iron Corporation 
five new SDS0 190 tonne locomotives with the first to be 
delivered in July 1981. The locos called Super Series 
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because of their ability to haul up to one-third more 
tonnage than conventional locos due to computer 
programmed traction motor characteristics will haul ore 
trains from Mt Tom Price to Dampier. In August 1980, 
Clyde fitted its Super Series wheel slip control to NSW loco 
42220 for thorough testing. (ROA Network) 


Low rail fares in Sweden: The Swedish National Railways 
recently launched a new low fare policy in an attempt to 
make rail travel superior to the private car. The new rail 
policy was implemented as a trial as an alternative to a 
large fare increase, and now the rail Management are more 
than pleased with their effort. Passenger traffic has risen by 
a further 5 million journeys a year and rail revenue is now 
greater than the planned fare increase would have 
produced. (Transport, Dec. 1980) 
Railroading Hamersley style in 1979/80: The rail system 
handled 6038 main line traffic movements during the year. 
This amounted to a gross haulage of 63.8 million tonnes 
with an iron ore payload of 39.9 million tonnes. This is the 
railway’s best yearly achievement and included one month 
in which more than 4 million tonnes were transported. 
The main line track remains in excellent condition and 
the emphasis on track control and programmed equipment 
maintenance is thought to be showing up in a reduced 
incidence of derailments, the last of which was in April 
1979. The first year’s work on the concrete sleeper replace- 
ment programme was successfully completed. Some 89,000 
timber sleepers were replaced. The programme will con- 
tinue through the next 4 to 5 years. The Matisa P-811 
integrated track laying machine was commissioned and 
ultilised in this project and is operating satisfactorily. 
Greater control of intermediate signals was achieved 
resulting in less time between trains. This gives greater 
access to the track for maintenance. Some experiments 
were conducted with 210 car trains (2 km long) to improve 
rail capacity. The experiments to date were successful but 
further studies will be carried out. Train crew manning was 
increased to a level which will satisfy a nine trains per day 
schedule which is required for operations in the years 
ahead. (RW) 


ANSWER TO WHERE IS IT? 


A careful examination of the STA map of Adelaide 
would give it away. The answer is Alberton, situated some 
215 kilometres from Melbourne on the Yarram line. It was 
once the junction of lines to Woodside and Port Albert and 
today, faced with the prospect of the withdrawal of the 
Yarram pass. and the significant reduction in the standard 
of rail goods services, teeters on the brink of oblivion. 
Nearest the camera is the van goods shed, probably a wait- 
ing shelter at one time, then the open booking lobby and 
finally the caretaker’s office under the verandah. At the far 
end of the building is the old yard toilet, screened by a 
collapsed corrugated iron wall. 


NEW NEWS EDITOR: 


Kevin Wright 
22 Memorial Avenue, Epping 3076 


RAILWAY QUIZ 


Last month’s answer: The Spirit of Progress was officially 
placed in service on 23rd November, 1937. It was hauled 
by the mighty S class Pacifics until 1954 when the B class 
took over. It ran on the standard gauge for the first time 
on 16th April, 1962. 


This month’s question: With a lot of country services now 
run by buses, when was the first railway bus service com- 
menced? 


NEWSRAIL 


Stag 


X34 races under the highway overpass at Corio on its way home from the Head of the River carnival at South 
Geelong, Sat.12.4.81. (R Gillard) 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


For details on how to place your advertisement and charges model railway supplies, repairs, 
see p.87. magazines and books. 
FOR SALE ARCADE SIGNAL BOX 
F 5 F i Y'S MALL 
Creative Screen Process HO Scale Signs. (US outline). 445 ence cre. peek VICTORIA 3058 


Set 1: 110 Street and Highway Signs. Set 2: 56 Street and . 

Highway Signs. Set 3: 72 Street and Highway Signs. Set 4: Phone: 354 8519 
86 Railway Signs. $2.20 per set. No two sets are alike. Add 
50c for postage if order under $20. No minimum orders. 


Write your name and address clearly. Mail Order Models, TRA IN WORLD 


14/29 ‘Marsden’ Grt. Western Hwy. Parramatta, N.S.W. | 615 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. — 578 5546. 
2150. OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays 


Magazines/Books: Australian, USA, UK — Direct Importers. 


Model Trains from U.S.A./U.K. Good range always in stock. 
New and used models. Bankcard welcome. 


Mail Order Lists available for 22c stamp. 


BRANCH LINE 


Utne reauintaatmimnmamn 
YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY 
HOBBY CENTRE 


498 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 


OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 
CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. 


HOBBYCRAFT 


for Model Railways 


“N” GAUGE A SPECIALTY 


1351 Burke Road, East Kew 3102 
Phone: (03) 80 3241 
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Introducing... 


Rails to 
Walhalla 


| am proud to announce publication of 
“Rails to Walhalla” Part 1. 


“Rails to Walhalla” describes the surveys, con- 
struction operation and closure of one of the 
most interesting branch lines operated by the 
Victorian Railways. 


The Walhalla railway once described as a minor 
masterpiece of railway engineering can be 
rememkered in this detailed history. 


Containing 108 pages and 50 photographs, most 
of which have never been published before. 


Measuring 210 mm x 270 mm (A4) this book is a 
must for every Railway Enthusiast or Historian. 


To order your copy simply mail your order 
with your remittance of $12.95 including 
postage and packing to: 


STEPHEN WATSON 
55 VALETTA ST., CARRUM, VIC. 3197 


Take a weil earned 
holiday on the 
new “Ghan” 


Ansett Airlines 
can make this possible. 


Visit such places as Cooper Pedy, 
Port Augusta, The Olgas, Ayers 
Rock, Alice Springs and finally an 
exciting train journey on “The 
Ghan” to Adelaide. 

Your holiday includes: Air Travel, 
Pioneer Coach Travel, “The Ghan” Rail 
Travel, sight-seeing and tours, twin 
share accommodation. 


FROM ONLY $789.00 


Prices subject to change without notice. 
For further details contact 
% AIRLINES OF AUSTRALIA 
Telephone 342 2133 


Phototypesetting and Printing by Magenta Press Pty. Ltd. 


THE RAILFAN 
SHOP 


RAILWAY SUPPLIES 


@ TRAMS AND BUSES @® BOOKS 
@® MAGAZINES @ MODELS 
® SLIDES @ PHOTOGRAPHS 
@ RECORDS 


NEW AND 
SECONDHAND 


114 KING STREET, 
MELBOURNE, 3000 


Telephone: 614 1918 


The Australian Federated 
Union of 
Locomotive Enginemen 


IS 120 YEARS OLD IN 
MAY 1981 


The Oldest Continous Railway Union in the World 


PUBLIC DISPLAY 


A large Public Display of Union and 
related railway matters will be held at 
Loco Hall, 570 Victoria Street, North 
Melbourne from 12th - 17th May, 1981. 
A large tange of interesting material 
will be on display — notes, certifi- 
cates, photographs, number plates, 
builder's plates and archival films. 

HOURS: Tues. - Sat. 10.30 am to 4.30 pm 
Sunday 2 pm to5 pm 
ARCHIVAL FILMS WILL BE SHOWN AT 7 pm ON 
THE EVENINGS OF 15th, 16th 17th MAY 


For further details please contact Loco Hall, 
Phone: 328 1835 


NEWSRAIL 


